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■*' • ^surprise by apringing up' and Ptom®8v 

L I N DBERGH’S MEDAL f on falme medal in recognition of lJWjft 

* • nn nHff Gen ices to tvlitton. Hsd the flyer rejected 

The malicious attack on Brig, uen. ice» w have Jeopardised 

C harles A. Lindbergh occtaloned JVftto >■£■**• ^iHriSST. ■». 


i. narics uiiuwih* 
his being decorated with a nan men** 
lias now been exposed In all its InjUS* 
lice. It was said by those given to attack- 
ing the great flyer that, if he ****2™ 
a Hitler medal, he must be a Hitlerite, 
and this line was used to account for 
the fact that he opposed American 
entry into World War H-___ . — . 

Now it develops that Col, Truman 
Smith, the United State! military jaV 
tache in Berlin at the time Lindbergh 
was decorated in 1938, has written a full 
account of Lindbergh'* visit to Germany.! 
ihe motives that prompted it, and the 
reasons why he could not refuse the 
medal. The Smith memoir was written 
at ihe request of army intelligence for 
historical purposes. It is now deposited 
ul the Yale university library. 

Smith states that Lindbergh undertook 
five missions to Germany. The first 
two were on behalf of American mttt- 
tary intelligence, which utilised- the 
' trans-Atlantic flyer’s prestige to get 
1 tacts about the rapidly develop # Ger- 
man air force. The last two missions 
were at the solicitation of the French 
i government that Lindbergh seek Ger- 
many's approval of the sale of 480 air* 
i era ft engines to France. 

| The third mission, In October, W$8> 

I was in consequence of § stratagem..**.' 
Ivanced by the American ambassador 
to G e r m a n y, Hugh Wilson. Wilson 
thought that if he could- get the elr of 
Hermann Goering, the No. 2 man ss; 
the Hitler regime, he might be *ble to, 
wm support, for a stfte departments 
Plan to case the plight of Jew* *ho|^ 
were being persecuted and drlvM «H4 • , 
of Germany in a penniless condition. 
Wilson proposed to use Lindbergh 
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whit Wilson hoped might prove * rt»c- 
cessful maneuver in behalf of the oesr* ... ^ s 
man Jew*. Rejection would, as Ambas- , 
sador Wilson later told 0 

been “an Id offensive to » «««««, , 
the ambasstdor of your country. ;w '■* ' 

LMhergh. 

onbable oest to the flyer. Aftof the 
S^Ve looked at the medd-wd 
did ruefully. -The albatrom.* 
was a reference to the 
of. Coleridge** Ancient Mariner. The 
prediction oral correct. The aviator who 
■ought to iise his great Influence to | i ' 
moderate the treatment' of the Jews 
was denounced as anti-Semitic. Presi- 
dent Franklin Roosevelt called him a 
copperhead -the term applied to de- 
featists and those willing to traffic with 
■ the enemy during the Civil war. Trie 
lasting shame of Lindbergh’s detractor" 
is now plain for all to see. "* 


. tuc 

ictora 

71 


kV' ■ 


ah 







g.»; ■>,«»: 

■ ~r~7x*fo ■ 


j§ 






>vus«,u pi»pv»v“ — — x iaeraf 

as bait to attract Goering to a 
which was part of a German 
gross to which Undbergh had been ta**j £J§-*r 
, itPil. Not only did Goering come to y , 

Hie dinner, but be took Lindbergh by.' 
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